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NOVEMBER  1992 

The  Pacific  High  was  strong  in  November  and  sat  firmly  entrenched  off  the 
California  coast.  This  kept  the  Sierra  dry  while  the  storm  track  rode  well  to 
the  north  and  brought  a  series  of  storms  from  Alaska  southeastward  to  the 
Cascades  and  Rockies.  Alyeska,  A X  recorded  snow  on  22  of  30  days,  got  32"  on 
the  27th-29th,  and  finished  November  with  175%  of  normal.  Mt.  Rainier,  WA 
received  65"  on  the  18th-23rd  and  wound  up  with  98%  of  normal.  Alpine  Meadows, 
CA  was  far  from  the  snow  belt  and  recorded  but  17%  of  normal. 

Snowbird,  UT  got  18"  on  the  2nd,  27"  on  the  20th-21st,  and  47"  on  the 
23rd-24th  to  reach  175%  for  the  month.  Alta,  UT  set  a  new  record  for  24 -hour 
snowfall  at  its  upper  study  plot  when  48"  fell  on  the  23rd!  Alta  reported  160% 
of  normal  for  the  month. 

In  Colorado,  storms  favored  the  northern  half  of  the  state:  Winter  Park, 
Berthoud  Pass,  A  Basin,  and  Vail  all  recorded  snow  on  the  1st -11th.  On  the 
lst-3rd,  Vail  got  30"  and  Gothic,  25".  On  the  10th,  Beaver  Creek  got  22",  and 
Aspen  Highlands  received  27"  on  the  9th- 11th.  For  the  month,  Berthoud  Pass 
recorded  130%  of  normal;  Gothic  and  the  town  of  Winter  Park,  120%;  Winter  Park 
ski  area,  100%;  and  Wolf  Creek,  in  far  southern  Colorado,  81%. 

Avalanche  activity  naturally  followed  the  storms.  Alyeska  saw  activity  all 
month.  Aspen  Highlands  recorded  a  cycle  of  natural  releases  on  the  10th  caused 
by  the  storm  noted  above.  The  storms  that  hit  the  Wasatch  of  Utah  caused 
extensive  avalanching:  Alta  recorded  166  for  November,  and  Snowbird,  199. 

Two  fatal  avalanche  accidents  occurred  in  November.  Ironically,  both  were 
at  places  called  Flattop  Mountain  and  claimed  two  lives  each.  On  November  1, 
two  climbers  failed  to  return  from  a  climb  in  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park, 

CO.  A  rescue  team  found  their  unoccupied  camp,  their  packs  and  ice  axes  placed 
on  a  rock  ledge  near  the  top  of  a  snow- filled,  ice  gully  on  the  east  side  of 
Flattop  Mt.  They  also  found  a  15 -foot -wide  chunk  of  cornice  had  fallen  from  the 
ridge  and  a  fresh  avalanche  had  swept  the  entire  gully.  The  victims  bodies 
have  not  yet  been  recovered.  Rescuers  guess  that  the  two  men  were  on  the  final 
pitch  when  the  cornice  collapsed,  and  the  avalanche  caused  the  fatal  fall. 

On  November  11  on  Flattop  Mt.  in  Chugach  State  Park  near  Anchorage,  AK, 
blizzard  conditions  raged  as  a  party  of  four  ski  mountaineers  ascended  a 
snow-filled  gully.  They  triggered  an  avalanche  that  caught  three  of  the  four. 
One  was  partly  buried,  and  two  were  totally  buried.  Without  beacons,  the  two 
survivors  could  do  little  in  the  hostile  weather.  Four  hours  later,  rescuers 
arrived,  picked  up  a  beacon  signal,  and  located  the  first  victim  beneath  4-1/2 
feet  of  snow.  (This  was  the  only  operating  beacon  in  the  party.)  A  short  time 
later,  rescuers  found  an  unattached  ski  pole,  probed  in  that  area,  and  found 
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the  second  victim,  also  4-1/2  feet  deep.  He  had  a  beacon  in  his  pack  that  was 
turned  off.  Both  men  had  died  of  suffocation. 

There  were  eight  other  incidents  reported  in  which  seven  patrollers  and  one 
lift  skier  were  caught.  Through  November,  10  incidents  resulted  in  13  people 
caught,  1  partly  buried,  4  buried,  and  4  killed. 


WINTER  OF  1991-92  REVISITED 

Five  additional  avalanche  deaths  were  reported  since  last  April's  issue  of 
Avalanche  Notes  was  published.  On  June  13,  1992,  a  party  of  climbers  on  South 
Maroon  Peak  near  Aspen,  CO,  triggered  a  wet-slab  avalanche.  Six  were  caught, 
two  were  injured,  and  two  were  killed.  On  June  18,  1992,  a  climbing  party  on 
Mt.  Foraker,  AK,  triggered  an  avalanche  that  caught  three,  injured  one,  and 
killed  two.  Finally  in  July,  the  body  o£  an  out-of-bounds  skier  was  found  in 
melting  avalanche  debris  outside  the  Beaver  Creek,  CO,  ski  area.  He  had  been 
reported  missing  on  February  18.  (See  the  February  92  issue  of  Avalanche 
Notes.)  These  five  deaths  raise  the  91-92  avalanche  toll  from  18  to  23. 


ISSW'92 

More  than  350  people  attended  the  International  Snow  Science  Workshop  on 
October  4-8,  1992,  at  Breckenridge,  CO.  Avalanche  practitioners  and  snow 
scientists  from  10  countries  participated  in  the  workshop  which  offered  36 
papers,  14  poster  presentations,  and  11  commercial  exhibits.  Ed  LaChapelle  was 
the  banquet  speaker,  and  the  AAAP  held  its  annual  meeting  during  the  course  of 
the  ISSW.  The  only  casualty  was  the  field  day  which  was  snowed  out. 


DATELINE  . . .  COLORADO 

The  Colorado  Avalanche  Information  Center  has  entered  into  a  new  agreement 
with  the  Colorado  Department  of  Transportation  to  provide  avalanche  forecasting 
for  D.S.  550  over  Red  Mountain  Pass  in  southwestern  Colorado.  The  Center 
opened  an  office  in  Silverton  and  hired  Don  Bachman  and  Denny  Hogan,  two 
experienced  and  savvy  avalanche  hands,  to  staff  the  new  office.  Almost  before 
it  began,  the  new  project  was  dealt  a  jolting  body-punch  on  November  30  when 
fire  destroyed  the  Silverton  town  hall  ...  and  the  avalanche  center's  new 
office.  But  like  the  phoenix,  the  Silverton  center  has  risen  from  the  ashes, 
relocated  in  a  new  building,  and  returned  to  the  business  of  avalanche  safety 
along  the  region's  highways. 
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